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For being a girl…
62 MILLION GIRLS DO NOT GO TO SCHOOL

Education dignifies people and enables better 
opportunities for the future. 

FOR A MORE EGALITARIAN, MORE SUSTAINABLE WORLD.

Cooperation for development

«I’ll take it from here», by the Inter-
national Plan NGO for the rights of 
girls, winner of Annecy Internatio-

nal Animated Film Festival (2013) 
in the «Best film promoting children’s 

rights» category.

The film recorded in Malawi, with the participation of young 
people of this Republic located in south-eastern Africa, shows 
the barriers faced by millions of girls to go to school every day, 
and how education provides an opportunity for their commu-
nities to break the cycle of poverty.

video






SOS planet 2

On Planet Earth
Crocodiles in Australia 4
Making a living 7

Our environment
Biscay’s Biodiversity Strategy, 2015-2020 period 10
50 Years without Arratia’s Tram 12

Environmental health
Health through sport 14

Routes
Zaldi gorri equestrian route 16

Get equipped
Hontza Museoa 18

Environmental management
Biscay opens its 2015 beach season 20
Urdaibai, a learning place for sustainable development 22

Photo comment
Tropical jewels in the darkness of the forest 24

Interview
Rafael Cristóbal: «Education in trust develops all 
the capabilities in nursery school» 28

+ Sustainable
Gold in the drain 30

Ecological Do-It-Yourself
Ethical electronics 32

Publication printed on «friend of the forests», 
ecological paper, totally chlorine free, from forests 
belonging to the chain of custody that ensure their 
sustainable forest  management. 

PEFC/14-1-1

04

10

40

On stage five of his journey across six continents (Looking for the wild), 
Andoni Canela travels to Australia to meet the biggest reptile on earth: 
the saltwater crocodile in the Cape York Peninsula, surrounded by the 
Pacific waters.

Biscay Regional Council has approved the Strategy for the protection, 
improvement and management of Biodiversity in Biscay, which will be 
undertaken in the next five years (2015-2020). The aim is to stop net 
biodiversity loss, and promote and create conditions to achieve net 
gain for it, responding to the international, national and regional 
objectives and the commitments in the Bizkaia 21 Programme. 

Vegetable oil is the king of Mediterranean cuisine. Essential in the 
kitchens of every household and restaurant, this precious food can 
become a powerful pollutant when it is poured down the drain or, on 
the contrary, be an important material resource if appropriately 
treated.

Cocodriles in Australia

More information and resources available to you
BIZKAIA MAITEA is growing on the web… thanks to you
The articles marked with this sign contain information  
available in digital format. Browse BIZKAIA MAITEA website  
and visit its contents in video, flash or pdf. So simple –  
just click on each icon to access.

New contents await you on the web. Visit us if you want to view these new resources.
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ON  
PLANET 
EARTH

On stage five of his journey across six continents (Looking for the wild), Andoni Canela travels to Australia to 
meet the biggest reptile on earth: the saltwater crocodile in the Cape York Peninsula, surrounded by the Pacific 
waters.

This remote and sparsely populat-
ed location, northeast of the 
southern continent, near New 

Guinea, is not only renown for the Great 
Barrier Reef but also for the lushness of its 
tropical forests and the large number of 
species of mangrove swamps, forests 
adapted to grow in salt water. Here it is 
not unusual to hear about attacks by salt-
water crocodiles on humans.

The saltwater crocodile (Crocodylus 
porosus), also known as porous or estua-
rine crocodile, is the largest reptile on 
earth. They live protected in Australian 
coastal waters, while the rest of their hab-
itats in the Asia-Pacific region and 
Oceania, Indonesia and New Guinea, 
where they are killed for posing a real 
threat to humans, are gradually disap-
pearing.

Several recent studies have shown the 
decline of the world’s top predators, from 
the tropics to the Arctic. The decrease in 
lions, lynxes, bears, cougars or leopards is 
having a great impact on their respective 
ecosystems: the balancing effect of these 
large predators on their natural habitat is 
being lost. Their usual preys, without 
predator pressure, increase and change 
the surrounding vegetation. The same 
consequences can be drawn from the de-
cline of saltwater crocodiles. 

Yet these animals have a well-deserved 
fearsome reputation for being aggressive, 
strong, clever, adaptable, agile, surviving, 
fast, powerful and long-lived: they are the 
deadliest of large predators. The statistics 
are plain to see: crocodiles kill more than 
one thousand people each year, almost 
twice the victims of those caused by other 

Looking for the wild (V)

CROCODILES IN AUSTRALIA
Text and photos: Andoni Canela

large animals together (hippopotamuses, 
elephants, lions, sharks, wolves, hyenas, 
etc.). However, most of these deaths are 
overconfident people living in the natural 
environment of these wild animals that 
often forget they are in the territory of a 
super predator.

One of the beaches near Cooktown, 
where a small river flows, is a crocodile 
area and a crossing point for sea turtles. 
There are danger signs warning about the 
reptile’s presence and its potential dan-
ger. The behaviour of the local population 
confirms the need to take the warning 
signs on the beach seriously. Nobody 
swims there because, along with croco-
diles, there are also sharks and sea rays, 
although there are some who stroll along 
the deserted beach and let their dogs run 
freely on the sand. 

web
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THE COASTS OF AUSTRALIA

Australia is a haven for sea turtles, and six of the world’s seven species of this animal 
nest and breed along its coastline. Bull sharks also come here to hunt turtles. Seeing a 
shark’s fin gliding across the sea surface in these crystal clear, shallow waters of the 
coral reef is awesome. Dolphins are not too far following the shoals of sardines and her-
rings in Pacific waters. 

South of Cooktown, near the coast, is the Daintree rainforest. These steamy rainforests 
are home to strange plants that date back 120 million years, from the Early Cretaceous, 
when continents began to split apart. These are the oldest forests on earth, and the riv-
ers and coasts in this area are a particularly favourable habitat for saltwater crocodiles.

Despite having magnificent teeth, 
crocodiles cannot chew; they swallow 
their prey whole, as snakes do. They just 
hit them again and again to kill them, or 
drag them into deeper water, where they 
drown, depending on the predator’s 
mood that day, or the type of prey it is. 

The tourist boat taking us glides 
smoothly across a clear, calm sea. In the 
background is the mangrove forest where 
crocodiles have been spotted several 
times in recent weeks. There are no boats 
in sight, or buildings of any kind on the 
coast in more than 50 kilometres north or 
south; to the east, the barrier reef and 
some desert islets. The show starts. 
Hawksbill sea turtles appear everywhere.

The following day, a hawksbill turtle is 
found dead on the beach with bite marks. 
These turtles have been swimming across 
the oceans for a hundred million years; 
more or less the same as crocodiles. The 
strange thing is that the shell of the turtle 
on the beach was shattered and blood-
stained. A few days ago, some local fisher-
men saw a crocodile trying to hunt turtles 
from a nearby bay. With these data, the 
most likely hypothesis is that it was at-
tacked by a saltwater crocodile. Few ani-
mals can crush the shell of these huge 
reptiles in one bite. 

South of Cooktown, in the storm, on 
the surface of Daintree River, we can see 
pointy bumps that move like a snake. 
They belong to the thick, powerful tail of 
a crocodile. It uses it to propel out of the 
water and swim, dive and, sometimes, at-
tack its prey. This specimen is longer than 
the boat and, therefore, about six metres. 
It is difficult to realise how massive these 
animals can be without a reference. And, 
as to their weight, an adult crocodile can 
reach two tons. 

Crocodiles have an incredibly fast 
sprint, both on land and in water. They 
can swim at more than 30 kilometres per 
hour, about three or four times faster than 
humans. It is amazing to see them swim-
ming and heading upriver at high speed, 
with little effort. 

From the safety of our boat, we are 
impressed at the intensity of its gaze and 
its giant teeth, protruding along its jaws. 

After a while, the crocodile’s greenish-
yellow eyes seem to follow the move-
ment of the boat and its passengers. 
Disturbing. 
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Capabilities and rural economy in Peru and Colombia

MAKING A LIVING
Alicia Aleman Arrastio. Expert on Political Action and Networks at Alboan

All people, both in the countryside and in the city, seek a way to make a living, to get ahead in life. 
Unfortunately, not everybody starts from the same position to do it. Nor have we the same capabilities or the 
same opportunities. In many parts of the world, being born in the countryside is being born at a disadvantage.

This is what happens in countries 
like Peru and Colombia, where 
they speak of a «debt to the coun-

tryside». This expression recognises a 
double tragedy: violence and poverty. In 
fact, it is the rural population in both 
countries that has the highest rates of 
poverty and vulnerability, especially 
among women and young girls. And it is 
the one that has suffered and continues 
to suffer disproportionately from the 
strongest attacks in various forms of vio-
lence.

We understand that the recognition of 
this debt is a necessary first step to realise 

that not everybody starts from the same 
position to make a living, to get ahead in 
life. Moreover, the rural families we inter-
viewed¹ in Peru and Colombia did not 
only have to face a situation of violence 
that can sometimes be described as 
chronic, but the last 20 years of a clearly 
neoliberal economic model that has fa-
voured agricultural exports, monocul-
tures, stockbreeding and a major mining 
sector, gradually putting aside small peas-
ant economies and the rural population 
at large. This has led to more displace-
ment and migration (both temporary and 
permanent), an alarming ageing of the 
rural population, an ever-increasing de-

pendence on government programmes 
to survive, and a rise in rural youth popu-
lation living in urban slum areas with few 
prospects for improvement. 

However, despite this structurally dis-
advantaged position, the rural population 
of Peru and Colombia continues to show 
a great capacity for resistance and adap-
tation to the different scenarios brought 
to them by the State and the market. This 
may be another example of «need made 
virtue» or humans’ mysterious capacity to 
hold onto the land in search, ultimately, of 
autonomy and freedom. A relevant fact is 
that an estimated 70% of the food eaten 

¹  This article is part of the PhD thesis that is being conducted by Alicia Aleman entitled «Ganarse la vida. ONGDs y promoción de capacidades para el desarrollo 
económico-productivo» supervised by the Centre of Applied Ethics at the University of Deusto.
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in Peru and Colombia is grown by peasant 
hands. 

A number of ALBOAN partner organisa-
tions such as the Centro de Promoción del 
Campesinado (CIPCA) or the Instituto Mayor 
Campesino (IMCA), both promoted by the 
Society of Jesus, have been working for 
more than 50 years in these adverse con-
texts, in a bid to support small family farm-
ing, agroecology and sustainability. Despite 
the pros and cons to be found over 50 
years of work, the strategy of both centres 
has focused on training and promoting the 
capabilities of farmers and farming organ-
isations to improve their lives and take part 
in the decisions affecting their livelihoods 
and lifestyles.

All these years of continuing work 
have resulted in a wide range of learning 
experiences, drawn both from mistakes 
and successes. Both organisations initially 
focused their efforts on the families and 
the technical transfer of knowledge and 
skills to improve farming production for 
some time. In the Peruvian case, this took 
the form of direct support, both technical 
and financial, to cotton growers and rice 
farmers on the Piura coast, who benefited 
from an agrarian reform which allowed 
them to own their lands. The arrival of 
new investments in the agribusiness sec-
tor to the Piura coast led CIPCA to change 
its strategy and focus on promoting pro-
ducers’ associations as a way to preserve 
small family farming. Thus, it turned from 
providing technical assistance to families, 
an almost custom-made assistance, to of-

fering comprehensive support to farmers’ 
associations, although more focused on 
organisational and administrative aspects 
than on technical ones. They also started 
to grow new crops like organic bananas 
and cocoa. This was CIPCA’s response to a 
political and economic context character-
ised by Fujimori’s policies and a radical 
commitment to a neoliberal model that 
favoured major investments in the agroin-
dustrial sector to the detriment of small 
producers. The recovery of democracy, in 
the early 2000's, promoted a decentralisa-
tion process that also had implications for 
CIPCA’s work: a number of debate forums 
to discuss public policies were created, 

and CIPCA decided to address the institu-
tional and public policy areas, and started 
to strengthen capabilities so that farmers’ 
associations and other civil society organ-
isations could take part in these public 
discussion forums. That is, during these 
years, it shifted from a micro-level (farm-
ers and their families) to an institutional 
(discussion forums and local and regional 
governments) perspective, reacting at all 
times to the needs of the context, which 
is where the characteristics of the «alter-
native» political change and the model 
defended by an organization like the 
CIPCA were recognised. 

And it is precisely that, the specific, 
contextualised, attainable and attained 
response at every stage that we could 
identify as CIPCA’s alternative develop-
ment model against a model that is im-
posed by the hegemonic forces at each 
particular time in history, also in a contex-
tualised and specific manner; supporting 
and strengthening farmers against the 
land reform; supporting farmers’ associa-
tions and family agriculture against 
Fujimori’s policies and disregard for small 
producers; supporting discussion forums 
for public policies against the decentrali-
sation process. 

Although in a significantly different 
conte x t ,  IMC A ( Ins t i tuto Mayor 
Campesino), the Jesuit campesino project 
in the Cauca Valley has also been charac-
terised for shifting from a micro-level per-
spective (work centred on individual 
families) towards a more institutional (lo-
cal and regional) approach, where the 
socio-political field has gained promi-
nence over the technical and productive 
aspects. Specifically, this shift took place 
in IMCA in 2006, with the start of the local 
and regional sustainability programme, 
and following a period of reflection where 
the scale issue was directly addressed by 
a number of classical authors on agroecol-
ogy like Altieri. 

In general, we cannot talk about great 
successes, but about small steps forward; 
some small drops in a big ocean. Today, 
few families live exclusively from farming 
activities. They have had to diversify their 
sources of livelihood, often becoming ru-
ral wage earners, enter other sectors of 
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THE FIGURES OF VIOLENCE

According to data from Peru’s Truth and Reconciliation Commission (2003), an esti-
mated 69,208 people may have died between 1980 and 2000, a human tragedy that «it 
is not surprising that this Peruvian rural, Andean, jungle-dwelling, Quechua and 
Asháninka, peasant, poor and uneducated, was left to bleed for years without the rest 
of the country feeling and assuming it as its own».

Even more unbelievable and truly terrifying are the figures of violence in Colombia. 
This is revealed by the 12 reports and 2 accounts published in 2015 by the Historic 
Commission of the Conflict and its Victims, which highlight this double tragedy, stating 
that «the increase in economic inequality and the worsening of poverty among the 
historically most affected population by this factor (violence), the peasant population, 
are probably some of the most pernicious effects of armed conflict».

the economy, combine activities and 
gradually move forward on a number of 
proposals and fronts. In any case, what 
these droplets have shown is the need to 
influence public agendas so that a num-
ber of proposals on agroecology, family 
economy and rural development can be 
put forward, and thus increasingly gain 
small spaces of resistance against the he-
gemonic model. Making a living in the 
countryside is also a matter of political 
capacity. Ultimately, it is a matter of creat-
ing opportunities, recognising debts and 
trusting the wisdom of the very people 
who grow the food. 
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It has specific objectives and actions clearly defined in time

BISCAY’S BIODIVERSITY STRATEGY, 2015-2020 PERIOD
Environment Directorate – Biscay Regional Council

Biscay Regional Council has approved the Strategy for the protection, improvement and management of 
Biodiversity in Biscay, which will be undertaken in the next five years (2015-2020). The aim is to stop net 
biodiversity loss, and promote and create conditions to achieve net gain for it, responding to the international, 
national and regional objectives and the commitments in the Bizkaia 21 Programme. 

OUR 
ENVIRONMENT web
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The Electric Tram from Bilbao to Durango and Arratia, popularly known as Arratia’s Tram, was born more than 
a century ago, and 30 November 2014 was the fiftieth anniversary of its disappearance. Coinciding with this 
anniversary, and in order to share the history of that old means of transport, a travelling exhibition entitled 
The Electric Tram from Bilbao to Durango and Arratia. 50 years without Arratia’s Tram has been organised, which 
started its journey in Zeanuri last 30 January and, after travelling across several towns, will end at Bilbao’s 
Regional Library, where it will be held from October to December.

A travelling exhibition shows the history of the old tram

50 YEARS WITHOUT ARRATIA’S TRAM
Jon Urutxurtu

In Zeanuri, the tram linked the 
town with the coach to Vitoria.
© Photograph: Felipe Manterola.

The last remnants of Arratia’s tram were moved 
to Garbe (Igorre) on 6 February 1966. 

© Photograph by Cecilio, son (El Correo’s Archive).
OUR 
ENVIRONMENT
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One of the firm commitments of the Biscay Regional Council to 
Biscay’s society is the promotion of healthy lifestyles. Physical 
activity, adequate nutrition and hygiene, and a sustainable use of 
our natural spaces and resources are some of the key action areas 
to move towards a positive, active and environmentally-friendly 
lifestyle. 

A commitment of Biscay Regional Council

HEALTH THROUGH SPORT
Text and photos: Sports Service – Biscay Regional Council

ENVIRONMENTAL 
HEALTH

web
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Horseback riding across the Durangaldea region

ZALDI GORRI EQUESTRIAN 
ROUTE

Text and photos: Kati-bi equestrian club

The IE 011 Zaldi Gorri equestrian route is 
a circular route across the Durangaldea 
valley in Biscay, on both banks of the 
Ibaizabal river basin. This first Basque 
riding route is part of the European 
Network of Equestrian Inns that aims to 
meet the rising demand in Europe.

ROUTES
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Museum of Natural Sciences in the Duranguesadoarea (Mañaria)

HONTZA MUSEOA
Iratxe Celaya

GET 
EQUIPPED

Hontza Science Museum, led by Professor Enrike Huerta, is located in the neighbouring area of Urkiola Natural 
Park in Mañaira, and it houses a great variety of exhibitions related to animal and plant species from around 
the world.
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Biscay Regional Council has opened its 2015 beach season, maintaining the six-million euro budget to have 
beach services ready for the summer. More than half of Biscay’s beaches have ISO quality and environmental 
certifications.

Services continue to improve

BISCAY OPENS ITS 2015 BEACH SEASON
Text and photos: Sustainability and Natural Environment Department – Biscay Regional Council

ENVIRONMENTAL 
MANAGEMENT web
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The approved plan lays out the tools to achieve the milestones outlined in Education for Sustainable 
Development (ESD) in Urdaibai Biosphere Reserve and to ensure that the results are efficiently reported to all 
stakeholders. 

The new Plan for Interpretation, Research, Training and Education (PICE) approved

URDAIBAI, A LEARNING PLACE FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
Paula Caviedes. Director of Conservation, Urdaibai Biosphere Reserve.

ENVIRONMENTAL 
MANAGEMENT
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TROPICAL 
JEWELS 
IN THE 

DARKNESS OF 
THE FOREST

Tropical rainforests, all endangered by human greed, 

are one of the most diverse habitats on Earth. Most 

life in them is found in the tree canopy where plants 

struggle to reach above it to catch the sunlight.

However, beneath, close to the ground—sometimes on 

the margins of the leafy glade or in the clearings arising 

from the falling of an old tree- there are floral jewels of 

ineffable beauty. Different shades and intensities of red, 

orange, yellow, blue and white stand out against the 

darkness of the rainforest like spotlights at night.

They are rare and sometimes you have to travel kilometres 

to find one in the wild. It is worth the hard hike to run into 

beauty amid the gloom. But that beauty is not born for 

you, or for me... Those colourful beams, infused with heady 

perfume, are an inescapable call mainly to pollinators, insects 

and birds. Their work is irreplaceable and necessary for the 

plant’s reproduction, which is sparing no effort to attract 

them with these brightly coloured, richly fragrant flowers.

Text and photos: Alberto Hurtado 
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INTERVIEW

Rafael Cristóbal
Psychiatrist Rafael Cristóbal lived in Geneva, where he started to study children’s behaviour. In Spain, he was 
director of the Saint Agueda Psychiatric Hospitals, member of the Basque Government Experts’ Committee 
on Psychiatric Reform, lecturer in Psychopathology at the University of the Basque Country and creator of the 
Hazitegi research group in the Faculty of Humanities and Education Sciences at Mondragon University, where he 
lectured on Psychology of Child Development. He has led the educational and architectural transformation of 
several children’s centres and has published various books on child education and psychology.

«EDUCATION IN 
TRUST DEVELOPS ALL 
THE CAPABILITIES IN 
NURSERY SCHOOL»

28 | Bizkaia Maitea | summer 2015 |



+SUSTAINABLE

Recycling oil, the pending issue

GOLD IN THE DRAIN
Text and photos: Waste Section-Sustainability and Natural Environment Department – Biscay Regional Council

Vegetable oil is the king of Mediterranean cuisine. Essential in the kitchens of every household and restaurant, 
this precious food can become a powerful pollutant when it is poured down the drain or, on the contrary, be an 
important material resource if appropriately treated.

web
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ECOLOGICAL  
DO-IT-YOURSELF

In an increasingly globalised and, at the same time, diversified world, it is difficult to figure out where the 
items we consume come from. How can we know that all the human and labour rights and environmental 
standards in the technological products we use have been met? In response to this question, the concept of 
ethical electronics is born.

The« fair trade» of technological products

ETHICAL ELECTRONICS
Iratxe Celaya
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